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ON  TnE  INTEUNAL  EXCELLENCY  OF 
IKK  CHU15TIAN  RELIGION. 


E 


VERY  Bvstcm  orrdij^ion  or 
philosophy  nuist  rest  on 
the  correctness  of  its  princijiles  to 
entitle  it  to  (  rediliility.  A  theory 
may  cinhraee  many  hcauties  and 
comprise  no  small  share  of  exccl- 
Icncv  ;  and  vet  v»'hen  curried  into 
actual  operation,  he  found  Inade- 
fjiiute  to  t!ic  })urposes  therein  eon- 
tempiuted. 


The  fidr>c  systems  of  philosophy, 
invented  by  tlie  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romans,  discovered  surpri.sinij  iii- 
ivrenuicy  and  den^h  of  jH*nctraiion  ; 
u!id  yet  the  deficiencies  were  so  ina- 
teri>!,  as  to  sap  th.eir  very  basis  and 
render  them  futile. 


No  rcIi,e;ion  can,  for  any  Icncrth 
of  time,  retain  the  credit  of  enlijjht- 
enecl  minds,  simply  by  its  inf^enuity 
or  p'lrtial  correctness  of  its  senti¬ 
ments.  It  must  be  jicrfect  and  en¬ 
tire,  or  its  aiitlioritv  will  be  lost.  If 

0 

a  reliipon  be  predicated  partly  on 
lidshood,  it  can  never  bear  strict 
scrutiny,  and  no  sooner  arc  the  parts 
fairly  exaiiiincd  and  compai’cd,  tlian 
licir  iucoin^ruity  is  nianifest,  and 
he  thing  dies  of  course.  In  this 
-'ay  erroneous  systems  of  jihiloso- 
hy  and  Ethics  have  been  exploded, 
i  hey  have  been  put  to  the  test  of 
xpej-iiiicnt,  and  failed  in  producing 
eilVeU  they  promised.  If  un 


artiliccr  invents  a  inaclunc  of  curi¬ 
ous  woi’kinanship,  and  promises  it 
shall  produce  in  its  operation  a  cer¬ 
tain  very  important  effect,  yet,  if  on 
trial,  it  fails  of  its  contenrplated  end, 
it  is  laid  aside  as  a  thing  of  no  use. 


A  religion  must  I;2  unmixcdly 
true,  must  carrv.  units  veiv  front, 
living  testimony  of  its  vrracity:  i!\ 
its  genuine  c fleets  on  tlic  lutarr  ar  l 
life,  or  it  will  ii)cvitahly  go  ::  *o 
repute.  If  men  hj^  cordially  :  :rr- 
bracinga  religion  are  not  r.i.idr.  ’vis« 
er  and  better  than  they  w  ere  !'**  jre, 
it  argues,  eitlicr  that  they  ncedefi  uo 
siicfi  aid.  or  that  tb.e  rciigi^^n  ilself 
is  v‘ssentha]iy  defective.  If  a  f  vs'em 
be  palmed  on  the  w’f;?!d  alLeiided 
with  external  clrcumst.iLr.‘5,  no 
matter  wl>ai,  yet,  if  il  is  no-  ri-becl 
to  the  cxegeiicics  of  the  ereaU!res  to 
whom  it  is  given,  if  it  is  not  erde dila¬ 
ted  to  produce  all  tliat  i.oiiness,  and 
happiness  fif  which  tiie  existeiivc  of 
its  subjects  is  capable  of  posr-'ssing, 
vre  may  give  it  the  inscription  of 
Texei..  It  is  weighed  and  found 
wuiiuii‘g.  One  ivdical  fault  la  suf- 
fiv^'icnt  io  I'tiln  anv  system  cf  reli-* 
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gion  or  plnlosophy,  liosvevcr  good  in 
other  ruspccls. 


What  w  ill  now’  he  plead,  is,  that 
the  Christian  religion  is  deficient  in 
no  one-pcint,  embraces  every  excel- 
lencv,  and  not  a  simile  fault,  aial  to 
tb.e  higliest  possible  extent.  'I'his 
will  appear,  irtjiu  the  autlioiity  by 


tnt'trnal  Excdltncr^  i/r. 


which  the  religion  itself  is  sanction- 
txl,  from  its  adiiptcclness  to  the  ex¬ 
act  state  of  the  world,  from  the  real 
fruits  which  it  produces  and  from 
the  blessings  to  which  it  entitles. 

A  RELIGION  which  forbids  sin, 
enjoins  holiness,  and  holds  out  re¬ 
wards  and  punishments  as  its  proper 
sanctions,  must  come  from  the  high¬ 
est  authoritv,  to  secure  it  from  con-' 
#  '  — _ _ _ _ 

tempt.  A  few  wise  men  among  the 
ancients  attempted  to  refomv  tl^e 
world.  They  invented  formularies, 
some  of  which  were  in  themselves 
g(XAl,  but  having  no  authority  by 
which  to  enforce  them,  their  object 
v/as  utterly  defeated.  Th.ey  prose- 
Ivtcd  manv  to  their  notions  ;  but 
they  did  not  reclaim  a  single  indi¬ 
vidual  from  vico  to  the  practice  of 
virtue. 


Tun  Christian  religion  is  not 

uslieied  Into  the  world  attended 

with  tins  deficiencv.  lie  who  is 
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God  over  all,  has  given  it  his  own 
signaMirc  and  pledged  himself  by 
an  oath  to  cari  y  into  effect  every 
iota  of  w  hat  he  hath  said  in  the  two 
Testaments.  And  is  tlicre  a  rival 
power  who  can  supplant  the  most 
high,  or  subject  him  to  the  necessity 
of  deviating  from  liis  declarations  ? 
Th.ere  is  no  sucli  power.  God  is 
above  all,  and  none  can  stay  his 
hand.  Every  promise  to  the  samt 
and  every  threatening  against  the 
sinner,  v,  ill  be  executed  Vv  ith  unde- 
viating  exactness.  A  dav  of  retri- 
bution  is  appointed,  wiicn  every  se¬ 
cret  thing  Vr'i!!  come  into  judgment, 
and  then  shall  t])e  truth  of  God*sdcc- 
iarat'ous  be  intuuivcly  seen. 


II H  wl;o  peruses  tlic  scfipturcs 
witl'i  any  degixc  of  care,  will  j)cr- 
ceivc,  that  God  hath  reserved  all  au- 
tliorily  to  Iiinvscif  exclusively.  This  is 
a  g'lorv  1:l’  hath  not  seen  fit  to  divide. 
1  i.e  scriptures  throughout,  are  iden- 
Uuou  v.iilg.  Uius  saith  the  Lord,” 


which  gives  them  the  highest  pos¬ 
sible  authority,  and  tl'.e  most  un¬ 
questionable  claim  to  our  confi.' 
dcncc. 

The  internals  excellency  of  tht 
scriptures  is  strikingly  apparent,  in 
their  exact  suiledness  to  tiic* state  of 
the  world,  for  whose  hiformatiou 
tliey  are  communicated.  The  bi- 
b!e  ascertains  tiie  character  of  man, 
as  it  in  lacl  ajipears  from  overt  ex¬ 
pressions,  and  addresres  itself  to 
him  in  tliat  cliaractcr.  It  reveals  a 
perfect  law,  subjoined  with  its  due 
penalty,  which  clearly  developcs  our 
moral  standing  under  divine  gov¬ 
ernment.  Penetrating  to  the  very 
centre  of  human  guilt,  and  w  retch¬ 
edness,  it  discloses  a  way  of  salva¬ 
tion  Ihi’Ough  a  redeemer,  both  hon¬ 
orary  to  Gcxl,  and  adequate  to  every 
necessity  of  unilonc  sinners.  The 
coming  and  work  of  the  Messiah,  to 
which  every  part  of  the  scripture 
stands  in  close  connection,  respect 
the  w  hole  of  our  being,  in  time  and 
eternity.  This  religion  is  suited  to 
creatures  of  interminable  existence, 
and  sjiecifics  conditions  of  unequiv¬ 
ocal  import,  on  wliich  ihe  vilest, 
may  receive  an  unfading  crown.  It 
opens  a  door  of  pardon,  in  w  hich  in-* 
finite  grace  and  w  isdom  are  display¬ 
ed  to  tiic  fullest  satisfaction  of  the 
enlightened  universe. 

The  excellency  of  scripture  must 
stand  confessed,  not  only  by  saints, 
but  even  bv  sinnci  s  in  the  fruits  it 
])rodiK:cs  in  the  actions  of  men. 
Wherever  ihc  gcjspel  is  received 
in  its  real  import,  it  is  attended  with 
visible  consequences,  wl.ich  attest 
to  Its  tranaforming  power.  The 
precepts  of  the  biblc  are  the  same' 
in  their  nature,  and  they  are  all  con¬ 
ducive  to  hap])incss,  as  they  arc 
right  in  the  divine  sight.  Had  God 
required  less  of  us,  l:e  would  hav«g 
been  less  gracious  and  fiicndly. 
His  forbidding  sin  is  an  act  ofiiifi' 


hi'erna!  Excellence^  isfc. 
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nitc  goodness,  and  even  the  thret.:- 
e.nings  denounced  against  impeni¬ 
tence,  arc  in  mercy  to  the  universe. 
There  is  a  perfect  correspondence 
between  every  duly  enjoined  in  ihc 
bible,  and  an  enlightened  cor.sciencc. 
Conformity  of  heart,  thcretore,  to 
these  duties,  will  evermore  be  at¬ 
tended  with  self-<?oiiiplacency. 

Thk  l)il)lc  win  ever  have  the  tes¬ 
timony  in  its  favor,  that  they  who  re¬ 
ceive  its  message  and  are  governed 
by  its  laws,  are  the  best  men  living. 
It  has  a  cloiid  of  such  witnesses 
wliosc  names  arc  on  record,  and 
who  to  the  latest  ages  will  cxfnnpli- 
fy  this  trutfi,  tirat  excellence  of 
.character  is  throng!)  the  eiVicacy  of 
gosjiel  grace. 

It  is  an  incontcstihlc  fact,  that 
wherever  tliis  hearcnlv  volu.m:? 
hath  sh(  (1  its  beams,  it  hath  niclioi  - 
ated  human  condition  aiid  given  a 
check  to  sinful  outbreakings.  It 
lays  n^straints  on  its  verv  oppo*ers, 
and  causes  the  eueniv  to  bhudder 
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even  in  his  hiding  place. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  bibic 
lias  l)ccn  decried,  and  taxed,  ^^it!l 
doing  mischief  in  tlie  world  ;  but 
those  who  have  liius  allcdged,  are 
not  sincere  and  will  ultimately  be 
necessitated  to  lake  back  tlicir 
words.  It  is  tiue,  rivers  of  blood 
have  been  shgd  hv  men,  under  the 
gar!)  f>f  r('ligion,  but  tiicy  %verc  cne- 
mi(‘s  in  disg»iise.  Not  tlie  spirit  of 
Chirist,  bm  the  spirit  of  error,  has 
impelled  men  to  sanguinary  mea¬ 
sures.  Had  the  Romish  hierarchy 
possessed  a  particle  of  the  Christian 
temper,  tlicir  hands  would  never  | 
have  been  crimsoned  with  the  gore 
.of  Martyrdom.  The  w'hole  gospel 
breatlis  no  other  spirit  tlum  that  of 
love.  And  of  this,  its  very  pervei  t- 
Civs  arc  convinced.  There  is  not  a 
man  living  on  tiie  earth,  vvliij  lias  at¬ 
tentively  read  tlie  Liblc  through. 


i  who  would  be  afraid  of  being  in  iur- 
cd,  in  any  respect,  by  a  pci  son  w  Jioh 
I  ly  under  the  inHuence  of  Christ's 
1  temper.  The  infidel  wishes  in  hir, 
I  very  soul,  lobe  treated  in  l;is  intcr- 
I  csts,  by  all  w  ith  whom  lx  has  deal* 
j  ings,  exactly  as  the  gospel  directs. 

I  'ri.c  l)ible  ekes  and  wiil  hold  tiie 
consciences  even  of  iis  worst  enc- 
aiics,  in  spite  of  their  utmost  jibwcTr 
of  resistance.  'Fhey  may  rail  and 
be  clamorous  against  the  ministers  of 
religion,  they  may  sport  with  divine 

!  solemnities,  and  yet  conscience  is 
obliged  to  own  tliat  the  scriptures 
approbate  and  (lisapproba<c  on  a 
scale  of  perfect  equity.  The  fruits 
and  effects  of  this  religion  taken  in 
the  aggregate,  surpass  descrip¬ 
tion.  it  is  the  great  ciiliglitcne.r 
of  tiie  world.  It  elevates  the 
soul,  and  wiicrever  it  is  made 
efficacious,  it  produces  an  effect, 
wliicli  none  but  God  will  ever  be 
able  fully  to  appreciate. 

As  the  internal  excellency  oftkie 
scriptures  is  apparent  from  their  op-, , 
eration  on  the  human  mind,  the 
san'ic  excellency  is  no  less  visible 
fiom  the  Mc:>sings  to  which  thev^ 
entitle.  He  wliose  heart  accoiais 
w  ith  gospel  trutli  and  Is  divinely  il¬ 
luminated  by  the  spiiit  of  all  griicc, 
is  made  tlx  subject  and  heir  of  a 
kingdom,  which  shall  never  be  mov¬ 
ed.  Tlie  free  grace  of  God,  through 
Glxist’s  atoning  sacrafice,  has  tri¬ 
umphed  in  his  forgivness,  ami  a 
sweet  sense  of  pardon,  inspires  liolv’ 
rejoicing  in  view’  of  the  divine  Ma¬ 
jesty.  God's  universal  governmeiii 
is  a  feast  to  t!x  saints.  And  because 
suited  wii'i  this,  they  are  delivered 
from  tormenting  fear,  and  can  look 
on  pale  death  with  undaunted  forti¬ 
tude.  'fhe  high  billows  of  the  Al- 
Miigluv,  which  fill  the  stout-hearted 
w  ith  horror,  f:dl  pcaotTul  at  the  feet 
of  the  feeblest  Christian  and  inspire 
holy  admiratliMi  and  praise.  I'ho 
coul  in  wliicii  the  gospel  of  our  Lord 


Communicatiou , 
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is  enthroned,  holds  communion 
v.  ith  heaven,  flod  from  the  mer¬ 
cy  scat  I00K.S  do.vn  on  his  chosen, 
vviih  a!!  the  tenderness  of  a  father, 
arid  cncoura"es  them  tviih  the  as- 
sutvnee  that  he  will  never  leave 
tlicni.  And  though  he  somctiines 
lifl‘3  them  up  to  the  pinnacle,  and 
pei  mits  them  by  faith,  with  ecstasy 
to  behold  his  glory;  )ct  wl.ilc  in 
view  of  the  heavcnlv  vision,  the 
high  an«l  lofty  one  declares,  that  if 
^*’c^e  r.!I  he  had  to  bestow  on 
liu  in,  !ic  would  be  asluimed  to  be 
CciiicJ  their  God. 


Tur  excellent  fruiti  of  ihe  gos¬ 
pel  of  grace  have  stood  confessed 
ever  since  its  dawning  light  first 
irra'hatcd  the  rarth,  and  yet  wind 
Ini-becii  hitherto  exhibited,  lias  been 


no  more  to  v.'!ud  will  be  in  future, 
than  the  dr.ncst  ta;)cr  to  the  un¬ 
clouded  sun.  'fhis  work!  is  yet  to 
t;e  a  mountain  of  ImliiKss,  and  all 
the  Uirigdon'iS  oldie  eaith  w^ii  ]:c* 
come  an  hal'itation  (iod.  ddic 
subjcci  piH'sued  is  too  great  r»;r  us. 
p.nd  we  are  perinitteil  to  ]ir?dse 
aud  adnure  what  we  cannot  ex* 


oross. 


Do  the  r:cripiures  abomul  witii  so 
much  iidncrent  cT:ccllenry  ;  liow 
imporlaiit  v;e  t>c  v.'holly  under  cheir 
inCuencc..  Vdiilc  indifTerein  to  this 
cichest  of  all  treasures^  \ve  arc  blind 
to  every  beauty  pl  virtue,  and  allenat- 
ii\  from  God.  W'ouicl  we  use  in 
the  sc.dc  of  rational  and  moral  be¬ 
ing,  let  it  be  imprinted  on  our  rneiii- 
cry,  that  we  must  rise  tliri.ugh  <!  e 
efiicacy  of  tins  blessed  enligluencr. 
This  opens  the  way  into  the  heav-, 
enly  city,  rhisis  to  be  the  nile  of 
fiind  judgment,  :^rid  by  this  we  are  to 
stand  or  fall,  on  ^he  adjustment  of 
the  ficud  acccunt.  If  v.'e  tri&cm\ith 


this  bock,  God  will  be  against  us  ; 
tut  if  Ids  word  be  our  resting  pluce? 
our  Interests  are  aecur?^ 


COMMUjXlCATIOy. 

A  DI53LRTATIOX  ON  HEBREWS. 

Chapter  xii. — 17. 

ye  knoix^  kou'  that  afterrjarU^ 
vjhcji  hj  %vould  /luve  inherited  fh(^ 
Hefisingy  kc  v'an  rejected^  for  he 
found  no  f} lace  of  rcficntance  ;  thoui^h 
he  sought  it  cart  fullq  ^.vita  (cars, 

Aij  this  passage  of  scripture  hath 
given  great  uncasiricss  to  many  se¬ 
rious,  well-meaning  people,  it  is 
thought  an  cxplanalio!!  of  it  may  be 
ol  service,  and  give  re  lief  to  some 
laboring  minds.  Some  persons  un¬ 
der  deep  exercises  of  mind,  and  in 
view  of  the  wickedness  of  their  own 
h.carts,  fearing  the  awful  vengcanco 
of  a  just  and  holy  Iuhx  hapix-n  to 
read  th.e  passage  under  coiihidera- 
tion.  They  find  liial  r.s;ui,in  cor-c- 
(pier.ee  of  his  sin,  \vas  rejected  the 
blessing,  and  found  phe'e  vi'  rc- 
peiui-nce,  e\cn  tiu>ugli  iic  eriT.estly 
desired  it  and  sought  it  carefully  r  hdi 
tears.  On  read.ing  the  passage  lliej 
('(include  th.at  Msavi  was;  so  great  u 
.sinne:,  Ids  crimes  excluded  lumfrom 
the  UK  re  v  of  God,  and  th.at  he  had 
tinned  beyond  the  reach  of  repent¬ 
ance  and  tliough  he  saw  his  error 
and  was  desirous  ol  repenting,  and 
was  carefully  seeking  it  with  tears, 
it  could  not  be  ioiind.  Finding  them¬ 
selves  great  sinut  IS,  ia  view  of  the 
unhappy  -Jtatc  of  Ksau,  they  arc  icar- 
ful  they  are  in  the  same  condition 
a.s  he  was,  and  are  sealed  down  tc> 
destruction,  and  iliat  notliing  re- 
mains  for  them  *•  hut  a  cerniin  fear* 
fill  looi'.ing  i'of  of  judgement,  and 
nery  indignation  which  shall  devoui 
the  adversaries ! 

It  IS  apprehcruled  surh  persons 
have  entirely  inisundej stood  the 
text  under  cousideracion,  and  also 
ihc  genuine  meaning  uf  repentance. 
FvangcUcvl  vepeutaueex  consi^  lu 


Co  m  m  u  nica  tion. 


1  , _ _  -  ^ 

lorrow  f(jr  sia  on  account  of  its  evil 
nature  and  destructive  consequences, 
udlli  a  determination  to  slum  and  de¬ 
sist  from  it  in  future.  It  Esau  then 
saw  the  evil  and  folly  of  his  crimes, 
and  desired  to  be  truly  sorry  for 
them  he  did  repent.  A  real  desire 
to  repent  is  repentance  Itself.  It  in? 
eludes  sorrou  for  sin,  and  a  determin¬ 
ation  to  do  so  no  more. 


I'!  is  further  wonliv  of  notice,  that 

«  • 

the  id><)Vv'  construciiciii  of  tiic  text, 
'ivou’d  >*iioI!y  frustrate  the  ar(:>^timent 
tile  apostle  drew  from  it.  liismain 
drift  in  t!ie  passage  :;l  large,  was  to 
excite  i!i(!  chii*3tian  Hebrewsto  ho-r 
ly  living,  aia!  a  persevering  prose¬ 
cution  of  duty,  tliat  tlicy  might  not 
fail  of  the  grace  of  (lod.’’  d'o  at¬ 
tain  so  valuable  a  purpose,  l:c  ex- 
liorts  I  'nem  i  n  fed  low  peace  with 
all  men  and  holiiiess  ;  v.'itl.cut  wl/icli 
no  nuiTi  shall  see  th.c  Lord,  looking 
(lihgentiv  lest  anv  man  fall  of  tlie 
gi’uce  of  dod.’^  To  stimulate  them 
to  present  exertion,  lie  lu.ings  la  the 
case  of  Esau,  who  the  heir 

of  a  birth-rlglu,  but  for  Ids  v/anton 
abuse  of  tbe  piivilcges  lie  enjoyed 
lost  it,  and  could  never  aficrwards 
recover  the  sanie.  Had  tlie  apostle 
used  the  jv.ssagc  in  tliC  sense  abuve- 
mcntlf.iier!,  instead  of  animating  to 
duty  v\ith  a  prospect  of  o!)uiiniiig,  it 
would  I'.avc  !>ad  an  etiect  directly  the 
reverse,  and  liavo  tended  to  discour¬ 
age  theii't  froin  diuty,  fearing  if  they 
attended,  it  ^  ould  fare  with  them  as 
with  Esau,  wlio,  though  he  wa^  con¬ 
vinced  (A  duty  and  tvas  desirous  of 
rcpcriTing*.  fonutd  no  place  for  it. 


To  hiid  a  true  explanaticn  ofthe. 
passage  unclrr  consideratioit  we 
must  have  recourse  to  tliC  history 
«if  Esau,  to  ^^hich  t!ie apostle  alludes. 
It  was  a  pmctics  in  the  early  ages  of 
the  wanld  for  t!ie  head  of  a  farrf-ly  or 
tribe*  to  onWiatc  in  the  iwo-fol.Ua- 
Weitv  of  a  ruleax  and  prie  >:  of  the 
tiimiiy  or  tribe  to  vvhich  he 
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eel.  Ilcncc  wc  read  of  Melchise? 
dec  who  was  king  and  priest  of  Sa¬ 
lem  ;  and  of  Jethro  who  was  priest 
or  prince  of  Midian  ;  and  of  Pete - 
pherah  who  was  priest  or  prince  of 
On.  Whether  this  mode  of  gov¬ 
ernment  was  of  divine  appointment 
we  do  n^it  read  ;  but  from  sonic  cir¬ 
cumstances  attending,  we  have  rea-: 
son  to  suppose  it  was.  Up^>n  tiie 
demise  of  the  ruler,  the  dfRcc  of 
course  fell  to  the  eldest  male  heir, 
lienee  it  was  called  by  the  name  of 
a  hirtli-right.  This  privilege  (iod 
mentions  to  (Jain  when  he  was  wroth 
because  his  ofTcring  was  not  accept¬ 
ed,  Ccn.  4.-^7.  If  thou  dost  well 
shall  thou  not  he  accepted,**  or  as  it 
is  in  the  inai  gln  have  the  excellency, 
and  if  tliuu  dors!  not  well  sin  lietb 
at  the  (i(K)r.  And  unto  him  shall  be 
his,”  tiiat  i  i  Abel’s  desire,  and  thou 
sliult  rule  over  him.” 

Tins  birth-right  was  in  certain  ca¬ 
ses  for  misconduct  transfered  to  ano- 

th.er  menilicr  of  the  lumilv.  Tliu^ 

« 

it  was  in  the  case  of  Reuben,  see 
Cicn.  40. — 3.  4.  Here  Jacob  acknow'- 
lcclged!usLirtii-right,and  tliat  to  him 
h(  longed  th.c  cxcellchcv  of  dignitv, 
aiidf  i!ie  cxccliencv  of  T>ow’er,  but  in 
consequence  of  his  lusiful  conduct, 
it  was  denounced,  he  siiould  not  ex¬ 
cel.  And  in  Chirn.  1. — j.  1.  wc  aie 
told  t!ie  birth-right  v/as  given  unto 
the  sons  of  Josepli.  This  birth-right 
or  }x)v/cr  of  government  w  as  com¬ 
monly  given  by  tlie  parent  under 
prophetic  benediction,  near  the  closo 
of  life,  see  Hebrews  11. — 33.  By 
faitli  Jacob  when  he  was  dying,  bles¬ 
sed  b>th  the  sons  of  Joseph,  and 
Avorsliipcd  leaning  upon  the  top  of 
l;is  siaiV.”  lii  the  following  vei'sc 
the  aj>ost!e  aays,  By  faith  Joseph 
wlic  n  lie  died  made  mention  of  the 
cluklo'u  of  Isi'acI,  and  gene  coq?- 
mandment  coircerning  his  Unies,’^ 
vn  t!ic  35th  cliapter  of  (iencxis  we 
arc  inikrmed  that  us  Jvsau  returned 
iV»rn  ti  o  tiold  wc*^rv  and  faint,  he  rc- 


Comnvmicafion, 


quested  Jacob  to  feed  him  with  some 
]>otta^e  he  had  made.  Jacob  pro- 
j)ose:!,  as  a  compensation  for  the  fa- 
~  .vor  }£sau  asked,  that  he  should  sell 
him  his  birlli-right.  Esau  under 
present  want,  prefering  the  grati¬ 
fication  of  kis  appetite  to  the  future 
advantage  which  might  be  derived 
from  his  birth-right,  sold  it  to  Ja¬ 
cob,  as  the  aT>ostle  observes,  for 
one  morsel  of  meat,'*  and  confirmed 
the  bargain  by  the  soleinnily  of  an 
littio  tlunking  how  imprudent¬ 
ly  lu'.  luul  acted,  and  what  would  be 
t!u'  consequcMices.  In  the  ‘-2rth  chap- 
iVvr,  ^'/c  are  told  that  Isaac  beiiig  ad- 
Vaiiccd  \n  liio  aiul  miiulful  of  his 
mortality,  called  Esau  to  him  and 
mentions  bis  situation  to  hm;,  di¬ 
recting  him  to  go  ivj  the  uehl  and 
fal;c  venison  and  malic  hian  some  sa- 
'/orv  me^t,lhat  he  miglU  cat  of  it  and 
^cniifcr  upon  hiin  the  i  lg:\t  of  priino- 
gcnitiu’e,  accompanied  witli  tlie  pn)- 
olietical  bcnocliclion,  usual  in  such 
ca?Kr,.  il:i>  direction  Esau 

complied.  ^^"hi!c  he  was  absetu 
Hebcckah,  who  luui  iicard  Isaac  give 
Ms  commandment  and  make  his 
promise  to  Ivsau,  gave  Ja  'ob  direc- 
Vions  how  to  smpphiut  Esau.  lyul  oh-  I 
piin  the  proi>lieUcal  blessing  for  Mm- 
relf.  Jacob  at  first  hesitated,  but 
afterward  complied.  Ife  succeed¬ 
ed  m  tlic  attempt  by  deceiving  Ids 
futlier,  and  obtained  the  blessing. 
Esau  upon  his  return  having  provid¬ 
ed  the  meat — brought  it  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  in  expectation  he  would  com¬ 
ply  with  Ids  promise.  Isaac,  upon 
Esau’s  requestsw^ thrown  into  very 
great  agitation  of  mind,  and  a  uni¬ 
versal  tremor,  and  enquires,  Vdho, 
\vi)crc  is  he,  tliat  hath  taken  venison 
and  i)rouglu  it  me  ?  ^And  I  have  eaten 
of  all  before  thou  canicst,  and  have 
h.lessccl  him,”  and  adds  yeu  and  he 
bt  Esau  on  heal  ing 

the  dcclai-iiticn  of  his  father cried 
v'ith.  ;*n  exceeding  great  and  bitter 
r:  yd’ nrul  be^ed  he  might  also  be 
blessed.  Isaac  v,''i<;  made  seiiciblc 


of  the  deception,  and  who  it  was  had 
deceived  him  ;  but  having  announ¬ 
ced  the  blessing  under  divine  ins])i- 
ration,  was  unable  to  revoke  it,  and 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  l\sau,  or 
himself,  confirmed  what  he  had 
done.  Verse  .37.  ‘‘  And  Isaac  an¬ 
swered  ;uul  said  unto  Esau,  b(‘h()ld  I 
have  made  liim  thy  lord,  and  ail  his 
brethren  havi^  I  given  unto  liiin  for 
servants,  and  with  corn  and  v.ine 
have  I  sustained  h.im,  and  wliat  shad 
I  now  do  unto  tliee  niv  s(jn  r’’  Esau 
^nqiii'x  s  whether  he  luul  but  ono 
blessing  and  continues  his  recpiest. 
Isaac  under  inspiration  announces 
onlisau  an  inferior  blessing;  !>ut 
curtails  liimoftln*  l)irtli-rip;ht.  'Eliis 
liating  been  vanionly  trifled  with, 
and  sold  beforehand,  was  now  irre- 
covcrably  lost,  and  could  never  be 
regained. 

Ix  vicwiiug  the  history  of  h'.sau  wc 
Icani  that  tlie  re])entance  h.e  could 
not  t'lid,  tiiough  Jie  sought  it  care- 
luily  wltli  tears,  was  not  in  his  otc/z 
mind  but  \i\^ father^ Esau  earnest¬ 
ly  desired  Ids  fath.er  to  repent  of 
what  he  luid  done  in  con fe ring  tlie 
right  of ])i'iniogeniiure  on  Jacob,  and 
transfer  it  to  Ijiin.  Isaac  luiving  an¬ 
nounced  ifie  bli-ssing  under  inspira¬ 
tion  could  not  repent,  or  alter  wluit 
he  iiad  done,  nor  were  the  tears  of 
I'ikiiu  of  any  avail  in  i)roducing  the 
desired  cfl'ect.  Some  coj>ics  of  th.e 
]jib!e  in  the  passage  under  con¬ 
sideration,  instead  of  saying  lie 
found  no  i)larcof  rejjciitance,  th.oiigh 
he  sought  it  carcfiiliy  with  tears,” 

read  thus  ‘"lie  found  no  wav  to 
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cliangc  his  fatlicr’s  mind,  tliough  he 
souglit  it  carefully  wii  h  tears.”  Tliis 
is  undoubtedly  the  true,  meaning  of 
the  passage,  and  iiei-fcctly  agrei^s 
w’itli  ti'ic  history  u3  given  by  IVIoses 
in  the  book  of  Genesis. 

( 'oNsionnixothe  text  in  this  light, 
it  afforded  tlic  aj)ostlc  a  sliong  ar- 
gumciil  to  im[)rcss  tlic  minds  of  th.c 


To  Parents. 


^hrislian  Hebrews  with  a  solemn 
^cnsc  ol  the  importance  of  improv-* 
inji;  the  ])iivilc^es  they  enjoyed  a- 
j  ri^lU,  to  ^ive  the  utmost  clilif^ence 
to  improve  \\\i^  fircstmt  Uuw  in  sc- 
^  rurin^  salvation  of  their 

souls/  lest  if  they  were  ijeedlcbly 
inattentive,  and  preferred  the  lusts 
(d\heir  j)resent  life  to  tl:e  futiin*  re¬ 
wards  of  the  lieavenly  slaUs  like 
profane  h-sau  they  would,  wlicn  it 
was  too  late,  see  tlieir  hdly,  and  all 
tlieir  lamcntationsaiid  tears  would  be 
of  no  more  avail  than  his,  or  have 
any  more  tendency  to  produce  re- 
pentanee  in  the  divine  mind,  than  K- 
sau’s  liad  on  Ins  fatlier's. 

"J'hk  sair^'  instruction  this  allu- 
aion  ^avc  to  the  Hebrews,  is  ecjual- 
ly  conveyed  tf)  us,  and  oujj^Iu  to  in¬ 
duce  us,  instead  of  Ciarhi^  w>:  have 
sinned  beyond  the  powei*  of  repem- 
anee  to  give  diligence  to  make  our 
Calling  and  election  sure  ;  and  re¬ 
member,  if  we  lose  the  ])resent  op¬ 
portunity  of ""  working  out  (;ur  own 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,” 
it  will  soof!  be  ctcrnallv  too  late,  and 
our  fruitli :ss  tears  will  not  induce  the 
benevolent  Saviour  to  repent,  or  al¬ 
ter  that  awful  denunciation  He  that 
belicveth  not  shall  be  damned.” 


TO  PARENTS. 


the  caution  to  yoiitli  in  our^ast 
nuinlx  r  ^7a3  :n  your  view  seasona¬ 
ble  and  worthy  of  tlieir  c(>nsidcration, 
yfni  will  uiKiuestionably  feel  a  pecu¬ 
liar  obligation  lying  on  you  to  guard 
their  morals  and  in. press  ihelr 
minds  with  just  principles.  I'he 
young  mind  is  tendei'and  very  sus¬ 
ceptible  of  impressions,  and  who,  if 
Tiol  yourselves,  under  Ciod,  shall 
bUunp  the  fair  image  and  teach 
the  young  idea  how'  to  shoot.”  (iocl 
lias  been  gracious  lo  you  in  making 
you  ilic  paicuttt  oftliC  little  oin.s  a- 


round  you,  and  it  would  be  tlieheigiit 
of  ingratitude  to  refuse  him  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  respect,  w  hen  in  tlie  vc- 
rv  expression  itself,  vou  act  for  vonr- 
selves  and  for  your  children. 

r’on  yr»^i^  children  you  have  the 
tcnder#*st  afVection.  Their  happi¬ 
ness  is  as  dear  to  von  as  vour  own. 
For  them  you  toil,  for  thetn  you 
waste  away  your  lile,  and  are 
gratified  in  so  doing  ;  andv.hynf»t 
be  their  best  friend,  and  seek  their 
highest  interests  ? 

l^EMKMRER  that  your  children 
have  char  acters  to  be  formed,  as  well 
as  bodies  lo  be  supp<>>i  led,  and  that 
their  usefulness  and  hapjjiiiess  dc- 
|>end  on  their  wise  choice.  Do  not 
forget  that  your  children,  as  they  are 
coming  into  life,  are  coming  into 
(langcT.  Ten  thousand  tcnii>talions 
solicit  their  incautious  miiuls,  and 
their  very  steps  arc  amid  snares,  iii 
which  inuUiludes.  before  llicm  have 
been  entangled  to  their  min.  Iii^ 
well  known,  it  is  not  for  you  to  ehango 
tlieir  h.earts  ;  but  it  is  for  vou  to  use 
the  means  w  iiich  C^od  has  provided. 
Remember,  that  what  you  do  in 
training  your  children  rrmst  be  done 
speedily.  As  ilie  perkxl  idom  youth  to 
man-h(X)od  so  soon  elapses,  you  liave 
not  a  moment  to  lose.  Ki'^e,  theri.- 
fore  (),  ye  fathers  and  moilievs,  to 
the  clelighlful  task.  The  strongest 
erieouragement  is  annexed  to  voui' 
fidelity.  Should  you  by  ilie  gmee 
of  God,  rear  an  ofi’spring  for  him, 
your  children  w  ill  rise  up  and  call 
you  bl*-ssed,  the  eiuirch  of  Christ 
yea  angels  w  ill  rejoice,  aiul  you  your¬ 
selves  will  be  allowed  with  unspeak¬ 
able  felicity  to  say  unto  God,  belbrr 
the  aircmbied  iini\erbe,  hen*  are  wr. 
Sc  the  children  thou  l.asi  g!uc:ol!^ly 
given  us.  If  there  be  any  viiuie, 
if  tlicre  bo  any  praise,  think  on  tins 
thing,  and  let  it  never  be  saivl,  your 
children  w  ere  i  uined  thuaj'^h  > 
nce:lecl. 
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Poefry- 


ANECDOTE.. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Manton  was 
appointed  on  a  public  occasion  to 
preach  before  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  London,  llis  sermon 
was  learned,  ingenious,  and  ele¬ 
gant.  As  he  ^,•as  returning  honw, 
a  plain  old  gentleman  pulled  him  by 
the  coal,  and  desired  to  speak  to  iiim. 
Tho  doctor  stopt,  and  tl'.c  stranger 
thus  addressed  him.  “  I  was  r.”c 
of  your  a'iditcry  today.  1  went  to 
be  fed  will’,  the  gospel,  as  usual  ;  but 
hu”e  rct’a'’ncd  empty.  Dr.  Manton 
was  not  Dr.  Manton  this  morning. 
There  was,  indeed,  mucli  of  the 
Doctor,  of  the  florid  and  learned 
Bian,  in  the  discourse  ;  but  little  or 
nothinc:  of  Jesus  Chi  1st :  it  was.  in 
short,  no  sermon  to  me.’*  “  Sir,” 

answered  the  Doctor,  “  if  I  have  not 
prcaclied  to  you,  you  have  now 
preached  a  good  sermon  to  me : 
such  as,  I  trust,  I  shall  never  forget, 
but  be  the  better  for,  as  long  as  I 


POETRY. 

ADDRESS  TO  MR.  AXD  MRS. 
UPON  THEIR  MARRIAGE. 


Did  Joshua  solemnly  record 
That  he  k  his  would  serve  the  Lord  ? 
Do  you,  my  friends,  resolve  anew, 
That  you  and  yours,  Avill  serve  Him 
too  ? 

0  let  this  be  your  cliiefcsl  care, 


Sit  hand  and  hand  at  Jesus’  feet, 
That  he  may  bless  your  marrUd 
state » 

As  a  new  scene  of  life  employs, 

Let  new  desires  of  ijrace  arise, 

That  yoii  may  lill  c-ach.  duty’s  place, 
And  shine  like  saints  in  ev'rv  grace  ^ 
Let  seriousness  attend  ycur  v/a!k  * 
In  ali  y(mr  arliDns  and  yorr  lidk  ; 
Let  each  fu'.n!  their  pari  of  Icax, 

And  blessings  to  each  other  prove  ; 
In  all  3'onr  joy.^,  or  griefs,  or  fears, 
Strive  to  allav  each  other's  cares  ; 
Inspir’d  with  grace  and  love  divlncj 
Let  every  ciirlstian'lcmper  shine  ; 
So  shall  your  children  love  vour 
word 

When  they  are  taught  to  fear  the 
Lord  ; 

Your  kind  inspection  let  them  share, 
And  watch  them  >\ith  a  tender  care. 

Do  thou  thy  Spirit,  Lord,  im^ 
part. 

That  Christ  may  dwell  In  house  and 
heart  ; 

And  let  thy  servants  plainly  prove, 
That  they  arc  such  as  Jesus  love. 

CoMMCSirATioKS  Jlr  the  Rcti^ 
gifjiis  and  floral  ilazctte^  of 

liQSta^e^f  \uill  be  gratefully  received ^ 


Your  frequent  and  united  prayer  ! 


FROM  THE  PRERR  OF  M,  CROSWELL,  CATHKILL. 
Trri^s, —  To  BichfiCtibevH  in  teve?!^  tv.o  dollars  a  ycar^  in  quarterly  Jiaymenf% 
•^By  7}wi/j  one  dollar  fifty  cents — To  Jiost -riders  and  others^  uho 
take  twenty-five  or  nwre^  ivctkly^  and  I cco?ne  rts/:07ihibie^ 

0  reasonable  allo^reance  k'///  be  7nade*  . 


